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Final vote on fountain/
ice rink project will be
held on May 12

By Jennifer O’'Meara
jomeara@northumberlandnews.com

COBOURG - Councillors awarded
the contract to build a bigger Rotary
Waterfront Park fountain/ice rink
with a 4-3 vote, on Monday night.

Deputy Mayor Gil. Brocanier,
Councillor Stan Frost and Council-
lor Miriam Mutton once again voted
against it, with the other council
members in favour of the contract.

“I stood down there one day a
week all winter and all I saw was
a barren field with snow blowing
across it,’ said Councillor _
Bob Spooner, coordinator
of parks and recreation.
“When, with this, I see
youngsters and parents
skating down there.”

Council approved the |
lowest contract bid of
$1.196 million from Jeffrey
G. Wallans. An optional
second washroom was
also included for an extra
$11,000.

When the price of a tractor-
mounted ice resurfacer, site furni-
ture, fencing, auto door openers,
electrical hook-up, water/sewer
installation and a surplus is fac-
tored in the total cost for the project
is expected to be $1.517 million.

“We are planning to spend $1.5
million for a project that will only
be used for a small part of the year,”
said Coun. Frost.

Bob Spooner

“I am concerned about the legacy
of this council”

Critics of the project have said
the proposed ice rink is too small.
Councillor Dean McCaughey asked
town staff to price making the ice
rink bigger. They found a 20 per
cent increase would cost $90,000
and a 10 per cent increase would
cost $54,000. Coun. McCaughey
amended the motion to increase
the size of the ice rink by 10 per
cent with a cost of no more than
$55,000.

“It would still leave us a $33,000
contingency fund,” said Coun.
Spooner.

Last fall council rejected all five
original tenders for the project
after the contractors’ quotes for the
fountain/ice rink came in
$200,000 over the $1.4 mil-
W lion budget for the project.
| Council asked town staff
to review the tenders for
d the Rotary Waterfront Park,
and see if the project cost
could be lowered without
changing the size of the
rink.

“Last tinic-nine out of 10
people I talked to didn't
support this project,” said
Deputy Mayor Brocanier. “Since it's
been redesigned there is even less
support.”

Staff's cost-saving ideas include
making the summer fountain
a stand-alone feature paid for
through $30,000 in development
charges and not part of the tender.
The fountain pool was axed from
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the design so there is no curbing
around the fountain/ice rink.
Rink maintenance equipment
will be stored in the marina
vehicle building so the rink
maintenance building can be
much smaller.

“I certainly will support this. I
feel council gave staff the chal-
lenge to come in on budget and
they came in under,” said Mayor
Delanty.

Councillors opposed to the
project have asked to slow the

process down, hold a public
meeting and consider alterna-
tive locations for the fountain/
ice rink.

“I'm not convinced this proj-
ect is money well spent,” said
Coun. Mutton.

Councillors supporting the
project say it will be a big tourist
draw and have a great economic
impact for downtown business.

“I think that we should move
ahead with this project,” said
Councillor Bill MacDonald.

“I think it will be an enhance-
ment to the community.”

Town residents have been
vocally split between those who
want an outdoor skating rink,
and those who have concerns
about the project.

An additional $87,000 will be
taken from development charg-
es and $80,000 in accrued inter-
est will be used for the proj-
ect. Building the park will not
impact taxes, said Director of
Public Works Steven Peacock.

Council will vote on the final
bylaw awarding the contract for
the fountain/ice rink project on
Monday, May 12.






